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The words ‘school readiness’ do not appear anywhere in the printed and downloadable 

text of Birth to 5 Matters. However, it is a concept that is widely used to judge the efficacy 

of early years provision. The resources included in the following list support exploration 

and debate about the concept.  

The Introduction to The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework tells us that, as 

well as setting standards, the EYFS promotes “teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school 

readiness’ and gives children the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.”  

‘Is this child ready for school?’ has become the question that governments continue to ask of the early 

years sector. On the face of it this question seems like a quick and easy basis for assessing how 

much progress a child has made before they go to school. Everyone (parents, educators, policy 

makers and children themselves) wants children to make progress in their development and learning.  

The concept itself raises various questions. For example…. 

• Are a child’s early years the most important stage in their lives where the foundations of social, 

emotional, physical and cognitive development are built, or are they seen more as a waiting 

room for school?  

• Is the EYFS an important key stage in its own right or a preparation for Key Stage 1 of the 

National Curriculum?  

• Why are we focusing on the child being ready for school rather than the school being ready for 

the child?  

Whitebread and Bingham (2011) sum up the situation comprehensively:  

‘The model of “readiness for school” is attractive to governments as it seemingly delivers children into 

primary school ready to conform to classroom procedures and even able to perform basic reading 

and writing skills. However, from a pedagogical perspective this approach fuels an increasingly 

dominant notion of education as “transmission and reproduction”. And of early childhood as 

preparation for school rather than for life.’ 

The current government measure of school readiness is reaching ‘A Good Level of Development’ 

(GLD) when assessed in the EYFS profile at the end of Reception.  

And yet: 

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. Their developmental pathways 

are many and varied. Do they all have to meet a standard measure?   

• What about children who: 

o are learning English as an additional language 

o have special needs or disabilities 

o have experienced trauma in their young lives 

o are younger (a year difference in age when it’s a quarter or a fifth of your life is 

significant)  

Do they all have to reach a Good Level of Development (GLD) at the same time? 



• Is the GLD the most meaningful and appropriate measure for children at this stage of development 

and learning?  

• Why use a measure at the end of Reception when children are entering school at the beginning of 

Reception? 

The answer to that last question may possibly be found in ‘Achieving this [75% of children reaching 

GLD] requires a strong focus on the early years, with reception acting as a vital bridge between early 

education and primary school.’ (DfE 2026)  

• Has the GLD become a blunt instrument to measure the effectiveness of the whole early years 

sector with a particular emphasis on Reception classes? 

• Is the power of government expectation likely to lead to inappropriate ‘teaching to the GLD’?  

These and many other questions, as well as ways of looking at school readiness, are discussed in the 

resources here.    

There are many links with other sections of Birth to 5 Matters such as Reception and Beyond, 

Observation, Assessment and Planning, Transitions, Learning and Development and the 

Characteristics of Early Learning.  
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